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ABSTRACT 

 
Language proficiency is a measurement of how well an individual has mastered a language. 

Proficiency is measured in terms of receptive and expressive language skills, syntax, vocabulary, 
semantics, and other areas that demonstrate language abilities. The study aimed to determine the English 
language proficiency and attitude: its influence on the academic performance of the first year college 
students of Guimaras State College, Academic Year 2010-2011. Male respondents have moderate level of 
proficiency in English while females had a satisfactory level. All respondents had the same proficiency 
level which was moderately satisfactory when grouped according to monthly family income. Respondents 
from Bachelor of Science in Business Administration, Education, and Information Technology had a 
satisfactory English proficiency level compared to those from Hotel and Restaurant Management, 
Criminology, and Industrial Technology who had a moderate level of proficiency. The respondents had a 
positive attitude towards English. The respondents had similar English language proficiency when 
categorized according to monthly family income; however, they had different proficiency levels when 
grouped according to course and gender. When grouped according to course, monthly family income, and 
gender, respondents had a positive response towards English. Respondents who obtained higher grades in 
English I, had higher English proficiency level while those who got lower grades had lower English 
proficiency level. The respondents' English proficiency level and attitude towards English affected their 
academic performance. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
Background of the Study 
 

Language is central to education: it is the means by which educational content is communicated; it 
is an object of study; it is an object of beliefs that are important in education; it is a key element of 
students’ identities; it poses potential problems in education, mainly because of the beliefs we have about 
it; and it is a valuable resource for those who know how to make use of it. Language is a means of 
education in that it is the primary medium of communication between students and teachers and between 
students and textbooks. 

Language proficiency is a measurement of how well an individual has mastered a language. 
Proficiency is measured in terms of receptive and expressive language skills, syntax, vocabulary, 
semantics, and other areas that demonstrate language abilities. There are four domains of language 
proficiency: reading, writing, speaking, and listening. Language proficiency is measured for an individual 
by each language, such that the individual may be proficient in English and not proficient in another 
language (education.com). 

Based on the study of Racca et al.(2016) on English Language Proficiency and Academic 
Performance of Philippines Science High School Students, “Educators agree that proficiency in the English 



language is the basis for success in academic pursuits. Reading, writing, and working with numbers are 
tasks that are based on language skills, describes this as the interplay between everyday language skills and 
more advanced communication skills”. They claim that language proficiency in English is significantly 
related to academic performance. Academic subjects like Science, Mathematics, and English often require 
the use of language functions. The language functions play a significant role in critical and analytical 
thinking required in science and mathematics subjects. The more language functions with which students 
are adept, the more effective their thinking can be. Thus, the more the students are proficient with the 
English language, the more they are likely to perform well in their academic subjects. 

A group of researchers (Latif, Fadzil, Bahroom, Mohammad, San, 2011) conducted a research to 
determine the relationship between various socio-psychological variables like attitude, motivation, anxiety 
and instrumental orientation on performance in English as a second language. The results indicated that all 
of the four variables were significantly correlated with learners' performance in the English course 
conducted at the Open University of Malaysia. Moreover, the regression analysis showed that all the 
variables except for personal motivation exerted significant impacts on performance with anxiety having a 
negative impact while attitude and instrumental orientation having positive impacts.  

Chalak and Kassaian (2010) investigated the motivation and attitude of Iranian undergraduate EFL 
students towards learning English. The research focused on the motivation orientations of the students and 
their attitudes towards the target language and its community. A group of 108 students majoring in English 
Translation in Isfahan, Iran was surveyed using Attitude, Motivation Test Battery (AMTB). The results 
revealed that these non-native Iranian speakers of English learned the language for both ‘instrumental’ and 
'integrative' reasons and their attitudes towards the target language community and its members were 
generally found to be highly positive. 
 
Statement of the Problem  
 
 This study conducted to determine the English language proficiency and attitude of the first year 
college students and its influence on the students’ academic performance. Specifically, it sought to answer 
the following questions: 1)What is the profile of the first year college students in terms of gender, family 
income and course? 2) What is the English language proficiency level of the first year college students in 
terms of sex, family income and course? 3) What is the attitude of the college students towards English 
language? 5) What is the academic performance of the first year college students in English? 6) Are there 
significant differences in the English language proficiency and attitude of the respondents when categorized 
according to their personal attributes of gender, family income and course? 7) Are there significant 
differences in the academic performance of the students when classified as English language proficiency 
and attitude? and 8) Is there a significant relationship among the English language proficiency, attitude and 
academic performance of the respondents? 
 

METHODOLOGY 
 

The study employed the descriptive-correlational method of research. The respondents were 192 
first year college students at Guimaras State College. This study used the CAT English and an attitude scale 
which was specially made to determine the students' attitudes towards English and the students' final grades 
in English I, which they took on the first semester of Academic Year 2010-2011. The result of the English 
entrance test conducted by the Admission Office was used to determine the level of the students' 
proficiency in English. Descriptive analysis, frequency distribution, mean, and standard deviation were the 
statistical data analysis and procedures used in the study. 
 
 
 
 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 
 

Profile of the Respondents. Results revealed that out of the 192 respondents, 61 (21.8%) were 
males while 131 (68.2%) females. Such implies that there were more females respondents than males. The 
results showed that out of 192 respondents, 187 (87.0%) have a monthly family income below P14,000.00; 
10 (5.2%) have P14,000, and 15 (7.8%) of the respondents have a monthly family income above 
P14,000.00. It means that most of the study demographic have a monthly family income of below P14, 
000.00, followed by above P14,000.00, and finally P14,000.00.Out of 192 respondents, 44 (22.9%) were 
from Info-Tech; followed by BSBA with 40 (20.8%); BSIT with 34 (17.7%); Criminology with 30 
(15.6%); followed by HRM with 23 (12.0%); and 21 (10.9%) from the School of Education. This result 
means that a majority of the respondents were from IT, followed by BSBA, BSIT, Criminology, HRM, and 
the least number of respondents came from the School of Education. 
 
Table 1.Profile of the Respondents 

Profile F % 
Sex 

Male 
Female 

Total 

 
61 
131 
192 

 
31.8 
68.2 
100.0 

Family Income: 
Below P14,000.00 
P14,000.00 
Above P14,000.00 

Total 

 
187 
10 
15 
192 

 
87.0 
5.2 
7.8 

100.0 
Courses: 

Info Tech 
BSBA 
BSIT 
Criminology 
HRM 
Education 

Total 

 
44 
40 
34 
30 
23 
21 
192 

 
22.9 
20.8 
17.7 
15.6 
12.0 
10.9 
100.0 

 

 

Proficiency Level in English of First Year College Students. The proficiency level in terms of 
gender, the male respondents was moderately satisfactory while the female respondents were satisfactory. 
All respondents had the same proficiency level when grouped according to family income. The BSBA, 
Education, and Info Tech students were satisfactory while HRM, Criminology, and Industrial Technology 
were moderately satisfactory when categorized according to course. 
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Table 3.Proficiency Level in English of First Year College Students 
Category Mean Description 

Gender 
     Male 
     Female 

 
22.0 

27.96 

 
Moderately Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 
Family Income 
    Below P14,000.00 
    P14,000.00 
    Above P14,000.00 

 
26.37 
23.40 
24.47 

 
Moderately Satisfactory 
Moderately Satisfactory 
Moderately Satisfactory 

Course 
    Info Tech 
     BSBA 
     BSIT 
     Criminology 
     HRM 
     Education 

 
27.75 
30.43  
20.53  
27.27  
23.57  
29.95  

 
Moderately Satisfactory 
Moderately Satisfactory 
Moderately Satisfactory 
Moderately Satisfactory 
Moderately Satisfactory 
Moderately Satisfactory 

 
 

Attitude of the College Students towards the English Language. The results revealed that the 
attitude of the respondents towards English was positive. The Focus Group Discussion results further 
confirm this. The items in the questionnaire  that got the highest mean was “I attend my English class 
regularly”, item 15 “I consider English as an essential subject”; “I submit English requirements on time”, 
and “I enjoy attending my English classes”. It was good to note that most of the respondents attended their 
class regularly  and at the same time they submit English requirements on time which may mean  that 
students gave importance in learning English language. However, they got lowest mean in item that states 
that  “I like joining contests in English” and  “I buy magazine written in English” which implies that they 
were not interested in joining contests in English and prefer buying magazine that were written in Filipino 
or native languages. 

Yang (2012) conducted a short study with 20 University Malaya Master students to gauge their 
attitudes and motivation in L2. The main objective of the study was to find out what makes some people 
acquire and learn English better than others. The findings reveal that ‘learners who were highly and 
positively involved in their English proficiency had positive attitudes and highly motivated towards 
learning English’. 
 
Table 4.Attitude of the Respondents 

Items Mean SD Description 
1. I enjoy attending my English classes 2.64 .48 Positive 
2. I first review my English subject than other subjects during exams 2.09 .39 Positive 
3. I like my English teacher better than my other teachers 2.57 .51 Positive 
4.When attending my English classes, it gives me a feeling of enjoyment and  satisfaction 2.49 .55 Positive 
5. I buy magazines written in English 1.73 .51 Positive 
6. I read the English items first when reading magazines and newspapers 2.24 .48 Positive 
7. I am attentive to my English teacher 2.46 .51 Positive 
8. I prefer listening to English conversation 2.35 .50 Positive 
9. I like reading articles written in English 2.35 .51 Positive 
10. I like to watch movies in English 2.39 .55 Positive 
11. I appreciate instructional materials written in English 2.39 .50 Positive 
12. I like joining contests in English 1.82 .53 Positive 
13. I like doing my English assignment 2.42 .50 Positive 
14. I understand my lessons in English better than any other subjects 2.30 .46 Positive 
15. I consider English as an essential subject 2.80 .39 Positive 
16. I feel happy when I perform activities in my English class 2.50 .50 Positive 
17. I participate more in my English class than in any other subjects 2.25 .46 Positive 
18. I am more inclined to read materials in English 2.39 .57 Positive 
19. I like to speak in English with my friends 2.13 .54 Positive 
20. I like reading news items in English 2.35 .52 Positive 
21. I attend my English class regularly 2.86 .35 Positive 

Table 4. Continued…. 
22. I feel motivated to learn any skill in English class 2.62 .62 Positive 
23. I can express my ideas in my English class 2.29 .49 Positive 
24. Whenever I attend my English class, I have high spirits 2.36 .55 Positive 
25. I submit English requirements on time 2.68 .47 positive 
26. My English notebook is the best notebook I have 2.25 .54 positive 
27. I am at ease doing my English tasks 2.26 .49 positive 
28. I look forward to entering my English class 2.44 .54 positive 
29. I like to go with friends who enjoy activities related to English 2.31 .68 positive 
30. I like to listen to speakers who talk about English-related matters 2.52 .53 positive 
Overall Mean 2.36 .25 Positive 

 
 
 
Academic Performance of the First Year College Students in English. The respondents' 

general average grade mean for English I was 2.07 described as good. It showed that they were performing 
well in their English subject. Moreover, 21 or 10.94% of the students got average grades of 2.00 in English, 
followed by 19 or 9.9%students that got average grades of 2.2. It was sad to note that there were student 
that got 2.6 to 3.0 average grades which means that they have difficulty in learning English language. 

Study habits of students may be relevant to the prediction of grades because it is possible that 
student’s grades may be related to their study habits. That is, students with poor study habits may obtain 
lower grades than those students with better study habits (Shahzadi & Ahmad, 2011). 
 
 
Results in the Differences in the English Language Proficiency  
of the Respondents When Categorized To Their Attributes 
 

There was no significant difference in the language proficiency level of the respondents when they 
were classified according to their monthly family income. The results showed significant differences in the 
respondents' English language proficiency when they were grouped according to their gender and courses. 
As to the attitude of the respondents, results revealed that there were no significant differences in English 
language proficiency when they were categorized according to family income, sex, and course. The t-test 
computation in table 8 revealed a significant difference in the English language proficiency level of the 
students when classified according to sex, t (130) = 3.719, p = .000. It means that the English language 
proficiency level of the respondents varies. The male respondents have different level compared with the 
females. This result indicates that the female respondents were more inclined to be proficient in the English 
language.  

As to attitude, result revealed that there is no significant difference in the attitude of the 
respondents when categorized according to variable family income, X2 (2,189) = 0.74, 929. This result 
suggests that the attitude of the respondents whose monthly family income is below P14,000.00, 
P14,000.00, and above P14,000.00 is the same. The attitude of the students towards English is not affected 
by their monthly family incomes. 

Further study revealed that there is no significant difference in the attitude of the respondents 
when grouped according to course.  X2 (5,186) = .928, p = .484. This result means that the attitude of the 
respondents towards English is the same. The respondents coming from various courses exhibit the same 
attitude when it comes to English subject. They viewed English as one of the subjects that they should give 
importance to and that they must value the advantages of being proficient in it. 

Moreover, there is no significant difference in the attitude of the respondents when categorized 
according to sex, z (190) = .470, p = .143. This result implies that the attitude of the respondents towards 
English, when grouped according to sex, is the same in the sense that both the female and male students 
have a positive attitude towards English. 
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Table 5. Differences in the English Language Proficiency of the Respondents When Categorized According 
to Profile 

Source of Variation f-value p-value Interpretation 
Family Income 1.429 .242 Not significant 
Course 7.522 .000 Significant 
Sex 3.719 .000 Significant 
Attitude    
Family Income .074 .929 Not significant 
Course .928 .484 Not significant 
Sex 1.470 .143 Not significant 
p>.05     
 
 
Results on the Academic Performance of the Respondents  
when Classified According to the English Language Proficiency 
 

The results in table 8 showed significant differences in the academic performance of the 
respondents when classified according to English language proficiency F (3,188) = 15.27, p = .000. The 
academic performance of the respondents is affected by their English language proficiency level. 
Therefore, students with high academic performance have a high English proficiency level. 

 When classified according to attitude, results that revealed a significant difference in the 
academic performance of the respondents. This result implies that the academic performance of the 
respondents is affected by their positive attitude towards English.  

In general, there were significant differences in the academic performance of the students as to 
their English language proficiency and with their attitude towards English. Therefore students with high 
grades in English I have high proficiency levels, while the attitude of the students affects the academic 
performance. 

Kola (2013) revealed that high English language proficiency could also aid academic reading 
which is in a view to aptly indicate the influence of English language on students’ academic performance in 
other disciplines. 
 
Table 7. Differences in the Academic Performance of the Respondents when Classified As to English 

Language Proficiency and Attitude 
Source of Variation f-value p-value Interpretation 

English Language Proficiency 15.27 .000 Significant 
 t-value p-value Interpretation 
Attitude 3.719 .000 Significant 
p>.05 
 
 
Relationship in the English Language Proficiency, Attitude,  
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high English proficiency levels compared to those who have lower grades in English I. Hence, the attitude 
of the students affects their academic performance. There was a significant relationship between English 
language proficiency, attitude, and the academic performance of the respondents. 
 
 
 

REFERENCES 
 

Shahzadi, E. & Ahmad, Z (2011). A Study on Academic Performance of University Students. Proc. 8th 
International Conference on Recent Advances in Statistics, Lahore, Pakistan 

 
Bright Hub. Retrieved from http://www.brighthub.com/education/languages/articles /90410 

aspx#ixzz17gXzrOrv 

Chalak, A., & Kassaian, Z. (2010). Motivation and Attitudes of  Iranian Undergraduate EFL  
Students towards Learning English. Gema Online Journal of Language Studies. Vol.10 

Dayrit, B. A. Correlational Study on Attitude and Performance Grade of Freshmen Science and Non-
Science Major Students in College Algebra. Abstract presented to the faculty of the Institute of 
Graduate Studies. FEU 

Dehbozorgi, Elham. Effects of Attitude towards Language Learning & Risk-taking on EFL Student’s 
Proficiency. International Journal of English Linguistics Vol.2 No.2, 2012 

Delahunty, G.P & Garvey, J.J. Language from sound to sense 2010.The WAC Clearing House, Fort 
Collins, Colorado.p.7. 

Determining Language Proficiency (nd). Retrieved from https://csb.uncw.edu/cen/docs/ Determining 
%20Language%20Proficiency.pdf 

English Language. Dictionary.com. Retrieved from http://dictionary.reference. com/browse/english 
language Retrieved December 09, 2010 



Table 5. Differences in the English Language Proficiency of the Respondents When Categorized According 
to Profile 

Source of Variation f-value p-value Interpretation 
Family Income 1.429 .242 Not significant 
Course 7.522 .000 Significant 
Sex 3.719 .000 Significant 
Attitude    
Family Income .074 .929 Not significant 
Course .928 .484 Not significant 
Sex 1.470 .143 Not significant 
p>.05     
 
 
Results on the Academic Performance of the Respondents  
when Classified According to the English Language Proficiency 
 

The results in table 8 showed significant differences in the academic performance of the 
respondents when classified according to English language proficiency F (3,188) = 15.27, p = .000. The 
academic performance of the respondents is affected by their English language proficiency level. 
Therefore, students with high academic performance have a high English proficiency level. 

 When classified according to attitude, results that revealed a significant difference in the 
academic performance of the respondents. This result implies that the academic performance of the 
respondents is affected by their positive attitude towards English.  

In general, there were significant differences in the academic performance of the students as to 
their English language proficiency and with their attitude towards English. Therefore students with high 
grades in English I have high proficiency levels, while the attitude of the students affects the academic 
performance. 

Kola (2013) revealed that high English language proficiency could also aid academic reading 
which is in a view to aptly indicate the influence of English language on students’ academic performance in 
other disciplines. 
 
Table 7. Differences in the Academic Performance of the Respondents when Classified As to English 

Language Proficiency and Attitude 
Source of Variation f-value p-value Interpretation 

English Language Proficiency 15.27 .000 Significant 
 t-value p-value Interpretation 
Attitude 3.719 .000 Significant 
p>.05 
 
 
Relationship in the English Language Proficiency, Attitude,  
and Academic Performance of the Respondents 
 

There is a significant relationship between English language proficiency, attitude, and the 
academic performance of the respondents.  

When Students’ Proficiency in English Language is high, it will definitely affect and improve the 
academic performance of such students. Nevertheless, where the proficiency in English is lacking in any 
academic setting, it will definitely lower the academic performance of such students. (Aina, et.al) 
 
 
 

Table 8.Relationship between the English Language Proficiency, Attitude, and Academic Performance of 
the Respondents 

Variables Proficiency Level Academic Performance 
Academic 
Performance 

Pearson r .433**  
p-value .000  

Interpretation Significant  
Attitude Pearson r .174* -.146* 

p-value .016 .044 
Interpretation Significant Significant 

 
 

CONCLUSIONS 
 
 Based on the results of the study, male and female respondents vary in English Language 
proficiency with the later having higher proficiency level. Personal and other attributes of the respondents 
have lower English proficiency levels. Despite these results the respondents’ attitude in English language 
was positive. There was no significant difference in the English language proficiency level of the 
respondents when they were categorized as to their monthly family income. However, the results showed 
that there were significant differences in gender, courses of the respondents, and their language proficiency. 
As to the attitude of the respondents, results revealed that there were no significant differences when the 
respondents were categorized according to monthly family income, gender, and course. There were, 
however, significant differences in the academic performance of the students as to their English proficiency 
level, as well as in their attitude towards English. Therefore, students with high grades in English I have 
high English proficiency levels compared to those who have lower grades in English I. Hence, the attitude 
of the students affects their academic performance. There was a significant relationship between English 
language proficiency, attitude, and the academic performance of the respondents. 
 
 
 

REFERENCES 
 

Shahzadi, E. & Ahmad, Z (2011). A Study on Academic Performance of University Students. Proc. 8th 
International Conference on Recent Advances in Statistics, Lahore, Pakistan 

 
Bright Hub. Retrieved from http://www.brighthub.com/education/languages/articles /90410 

aspx#ixzz17gXzrOrv 

Chalak, A., & Kassaian, Z. (2010). Motivation and Attitudes of  Iranian Undergraduate EFL  
Students towards Learning English. Gema Online Journal of Language Studies. Vol.10 

Dayrit, B. A. Correlational Study on Attitude and Performance Grade of Freshmen Science and Non-
Science Major Students in College Algebra. Abstract presented to the faculty of the Institute of 
Graduate Studies. FEU 

Dehbozorgi, Elham. Effects of Attitude towards Language Learning & Risk-taking on EFL Student’s 
Proficiency. International Journal of English Linguistics Vol.2 No.2, 2012 

Delahunty, G.P & Garvey, J.J. Language from sound to sense 2010.The WAC Clearing House, Fort 
Collins, Colorado.p.7. 

Determining Language Proficiency (nd). Retrieved from https://csb.uncw.edu/cen/docs/ Determining 
%20Language%20Proficiency.pdf 

English Language. Dictionary.com. Retrieved from http://dictionary.reference. com/browse/english 
language Retrieved December 09, 2010 



Language Acquisition.Mimersbrunn. Retrieved from http://www.mimersbrunn 
se/Language_Acquisition_5528.htm 

Language.Wikipedia. Retrieved from http://en-wikipedia.org/wiki/Language 
Latif, L. A., Fadzil, M., Bahroom, R., Mohammad, W., & San, N. M. (2011). The Role of Motivation, 

Attitude, Anxiety and Instrumental Orientation in Influencing Learners' Performance in English as 
a Second Language in OUM. Global Conference on Learning and Technology. Melbourne, 
Australia: Global learn Asia Pasific. 

Nikolaou, A.A Survey of Attitudes and Motivation of Greek Pupils for Learning English. Retrieved from  
http://www.tesolgreece.com/nikolaou/01.html. 

Racca, R.M & Lasaten, R.C (2016). English Language Proficiency and Academic Performance of 
Philippine Science High School Students. International Journal of Languages, Literature and 
Linguistics, Vol.2, No. 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HISTORY, GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION AND SURVIVING  
INDIGENOUS PRACTICES OF THE AETAS IN   GUIMARAS ISLAND 

 
Lilian Diana B. Parreño 

 
ABSTRACT 

 
This study was conducted to determine the history, geographical distribution and surviving 

indigenous practices of the Aetas in Guimaras Island  using mixed method in analyzing the results.  A total 
of seven (7)  communities was identified throughout Guimaras province. Majority of the places where the 
Aetas reside were owned by private individuals. Only a few were donated to the Aetas.  Presently they 
believe in God and others were even baptized in Roman Catholic or Protestant religions. As to their way of 
courtship, they practice “pamalaye” wherein the man brings food to the house of the woman he wanted to 
marry and talk about his intention to marry the girl. If there is a consensus between the two parties, the 
wedding follows. However, there were some wherein parents are still practicing arranged marriages. 
During olden times, Aetas practice the traditional way of wedding wherein the ceremony is headed by the 
elders of the tribe or their parents. The Aetas of today hold their wedding in churches. Usually, they join a 
mass wedding.  Aetas bury their dead in cemeteries. They also have access to health centers and hospitals 
for medical purposes. However, most of them are still practicing healing of illnesses/diseases by an 
albularyo (Quack Doctor)  using herbal plants.  The socio-demographic condition of the Aeta families 
showed that the household members numbered to 1-5 members and their houses have amenities and 
facilities comparable to common families in the non-Aeta communities.   There is a need that indigenous 
practices of these Aetas  be preserved and given proper attention by the government authorities. 
 
Keywords: Indigenous practices, Aeta Communities, geographical location, history, Guimaras 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Background of the study 

 
In the Philippines, the Aetas or Aeta ancestors were the 'aboriginals' or the 'first' inhabitants of this 

Archipelago (Scott, 1984). 
There are still a number of theories as to where the Ati originated from. Some anthropologists 

hypothesize they are descendants of New Guineans or Australian Aborigines, while others suggest that they 
came in a wave of migration from Ethiopia. What we do know is the Atis are genetically related to other 
negrito ethnic groups in the Philippines such as the Aeta of Luzon, the Batak of Palawan, the Agta of the 
Sierra Madres and the Mamanwa of Mindanao. The word “ati” is a corruption of the Visayan word “agta,” 
which literally means black (Maentz, 2016).    

As early as 1903, Aeta was already dominating the different islands in the archipelago. According 
to  Reed (1903) besides Luzon, the only large islands inhabited by them at present are Panay, Negros, 
Mindanao, and Paragua, but some of the smaller islands, as Tablas and Guimaras, have them. There is a 
small, wandering group of Negritos on Guimaras, probably emigrants from Panay. They have been reported 
from both Nagaba and Nueva Valencia, pueblos of that island. Investigation does not bear out the 
statements of the historian previously quoted in regard to the early populations of Negros. 

Considering the time that Aeta has been observed in the different places in Panay and Guimaras 
island it is perceived that these communities may have still preserved the indigenous practices or cultures 
which were handed down to them by their elders. Modernity has helped to popularize, and at the same time 
threaten, indigeneity. Anthropologists question both the validity of the concept of indigeneity and the 
wisdom of employing it as a political tool, but they are reluctant to deny it to local communities, whose use 


