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ABSTRACT This study was conducted to determine the condition of the mangrove resources in the coastal barangays 
of Buenavista, Guimaras. Mangrove resources were assessed using the transect plot technique established by English 
et al., (1994).  The data gathered were regeneration rate per meter square, crown cover, average tree height and 
disturbances/cuttings of mangrove noted during the data gathering. Common species of mangrove per barangay were 
also recorded using the Field Guide to Philippine Mangroves (Primavera and RDB Dianala, 2009). For categorizing 
the overall health of Mangrove, the PCRA Training Guide, 2004 was used. Among the seven (7) locations, the overall 
health of the six (6) locations of mangrove resources ranges from excellent to good and only one (1) location showed 
poor performance.  This shows that the mangroves in the coastal barangays of Buenavista, Guimaras are still in 
good conditions.  But there should be intervention to be done by the concerned government agencies for the areas 
with excellent to good regeneration data so that these saplings/regenerated mangroves will grow into a full grown 
mangrove tree.
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INTRODUCTION

Background of the Study

People mostly have thought that mangroves are noxious impenetrable swamps full of diseases, and they used to 
be destroyed as a public health measure. But now we know better. Mangroves are very productive coastal resources 
that are useful in many ways. The coastal ecosystems in the Asia -Pacific region are perhaps among the most 
threatened (Adeel and King, 2002).  In South Asia, coastal populations are vulnerable to extreme weather events 
and survive on diminishing coastal resources. In the western Pacific region, small islands are threatened by the 
encroaching pressures of development and climate change.

The mangroves are a characteristic forest biotope in tropical river estuaries and tidal zones. They constitute an 
incredible adaptation to the environmental conditions of entering salt, sea water and escaping sweet, riverine water. 
The forests are highly productive areas and in many place an underdeveloped resource. They are also widespread 
along the coast of Guimaras Island. Generally, mangroves play a variety of important economic as well as ecological 
services particularly to communities around them. They serve as breeding grounds and nursery of marine organisms. 
Commercial seafood species depend for part of their life cycle in mangrove ecosystems. Mangroves support vast 
varieties of marine species through complicated food web part of it coming from detritus they generate. They are also 
sources of raw materials for construction, furniture production as well as for energy (fuelwood and charcoal) (Ellis, 
2010). As well as providing a buffer for the land, mangroves also interact with the sea. 

Sediment trapped by roots prevents silting of adjacent marine habitats where cloudy water might kill corals or 
smother seagrass meadows. In addition, mangrove plants and sediments have been shown to absorb pollution, 
including heavy metals. Mangroves are also very effective at storing carbon. Another benefit is soil nutrient 
replenishment as soil nutrients (NPK) are recharged by litter-fall of the mangrove forest. They also provide habitat 
for the number of wildlife and serve as a resting place for migratory birds. House Bill. No. 841, introduced by the 
Honorable Angelo Palmones, an act promoting the “National Strategy for the Sustainable Development, Management 
and Protection of Mangrove Resources in the Philippines” otherwise known as “Mangroves Resources Act” of 2010 
states that it is the policy of the State to promote equitable access to natural resources and ensure the success of 
broad-based community participation in the development, management and protection of the country’s mangrove 
forests. In line with this, it is the policy of the State to ensure the success of rehabilitating degraded mangrove areas 
and its sustainable development as well as the management and protection of all natural mangrove forests and 
associated ecosystems therein.  Sustainable utilization of mangrove resources is encouraged to serve as an incentive 
to develop more areas within the framework of community-based and other socially-responsive approaches.

Based on Geographical Information System (GIS) latest survey data, (Buenavista-LGU, July 2002) the total 
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mangrove cover of Province of Guimaras is about 516.41 has. of which, only 49.56 has or 9.56 % of the total 
mangrove area comes from the mangrove cover of Buenavista.

Given these data, a confirmation study must be conducted after 11 years in order to determine whether there are 
changes in the mangrove density and other characteristics of the mangrove resources in the municipality in order to 
plan for development works to conserve, rehabilitate and reforest the coastal areas of the municipality.

Objectives:

 General:
This study determined the status of mangrove resources in the coastal Barangays of Buenavista,  Guimaras.

Specific:
1. Determine the  mangrove species found in the coastal barangays of Buenavista, Guimaras; 
2. Measure and compute the average height and percent  crown cover of mangroves in the coastal barangays  

of  Buenavista, Guimaras; 
3. List the average number of seedlings and saplings in each area under study; 
4. Determine the overall condition of mangroves found along coastal barangays of Buenavista, Guimaras;
5. List any additional observations on the disturbances/ presence of foreign objects noted during data gathering.
6. Come up with a mangrove scorecard  per area evaluated

METHODOLOGY
Study Area:

The study area covered the different coastal barangays of Buenavista, Guimaras identified to have mangrove 
vegetation.  The map below showed the area covered by the study.

`Mangrove diversity, abundance, and regeneration assessments were conducted within the predominant Mangrove 
forest locations in the municipality. These locations were identified through satellite imagery and through community 
consultation / participatory community mapping. After the sites were identified, mangroves were assessed using the 
transect plot technique established by English et al., (1994). 
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Eq. 1 Percent crown cover = total crown cover of all trees / total area sampled

Eq. 2 Average height = total height of all trees recorded / total number of all trees recorded

Eq. 3 Regeneration per M^2 = total regeneration count / total no. of regeneration plots
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

The assessment of the mangroves based on qualitative description ranges from fair to excellent with the majority 
of the locations having a qualitative description of good.  The location with mangrove growth described as excellent 
was Umilig area 2 while two locations where mangrove growth was fair are found in barangays Avila and East 
Valencia.  These findings show that even there are some disturbances but mangrove growth in the different coastal 
barangays are still good (Table 1).
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The growth of any mangrove species is site-specific because there are some mangroves which cannot thrive in 
the environmental conditions of other places.  The maximum number of different mangroves thriving along coastal 
barangays of Buenavista was seven (7) composed of Pagatpat, Baras-baras, Bakhaw, Bungalon, Bakhawanbabae, 
Bakhawanlalaki, nipa, tawalis, and tabigi.  The local name was used because the study did not focus on identifying 
the genus of each mangrove based on the established guides (Primavera et.al, 2010). The distinct identifying factors 
such as flowers and fruits were absent during the time of the study,  hence, the complete scientific name cannot be 
determined if identification will be based solely on leaf characteristics.   The barangay with the most varied species 
of mangrove was Montpiller followed by  Umilig area 2. This may imply that only these mangrove species can thrive 
along coastal areas of Buenavista, Guimaras. Data are presented in Table 2. 

The data on the average height of the mangrove trees across different areas when evaluated showed that the 
height ranges from 5.05 to 8.43meters and the overall average height was six (6) meters. All of the tree heights were 
all described as excellent.  Area two in Umilig got the lowest mean height of 5.05 meters while the highest mean 
height of  8.43 meters was found in Pagatpat, East Valencia, Buenavista. The height of mangroves may also imply the 
age of the mangrove plantation. The higher the heights of the mangrove the older may be the trees and vice- versa. 
It was observed that the area in Pagatpat showed less regeneration while in Umilig regeneration was very evident.  
This low tree heights  in Umilig area 2 can be attributed  to active regeneration that upon  data gathering,  within a 
sampling quadrant there might be some young trees as a result of high regeneration rate  in  previous years  while   
Pagatpat although trees were very  tall  it showed  poor   regeneration and the tendency during sampling was that  all 
the matured trees were counted and parameters were taken attributing to  tall  trees within the sampling quadrant.  
The Data are presented in table 3 below.
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The barangays with excellent regeneration rate were Umilig, Avila, Taminla and Montpiller having 10, 1.49, 
5.2 and 1.78, average number of regenerated trees per square meter, respectively while East Valencia got poor 
regeneration rate. Getulio and part of Umilighad fair regeneration rate. 

The percent forest cover for matured trees ranges from 57% to 143%  described as good and excellent.  The 
results further showed that out of 8 areas evaluated, 4(50%) showed excellent percent forest cover and another 
4(50%) showed good excellent forest cover

The overall degree of disturbance with garbage for all areas was 21.9 described as moderately disturbed. On the 
other hand, the disturbance due to cuttings of mangrove trees was 20.4 described as heavily disturbed. The barangay 
with heavy disturbance due to both garbage and cuttings was Getulio. Umilig also showed heavy disturbance due 
to garbage. In terms of disturbance due to cuttings of mangrove trees beside Getulio, Umilig and East Valencia also 
showed heavy disturbance. 
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B. Analysis per Location:

Barangay :Getulio
 
 The overall mangrove condition for barangay Getulio over the five quadrants sampled across three replications 

were rated as good. the average height for mature trees were 6.17 meters while the percent crown cover for these 
trees was 95% and all were rated as excellent. However, the area has a slow regeneration and was rated as fair which 
may imply that because of the excellent forest cover regeneration was hampered because the sun cannot penetrate 
the ground and cannot provide enough sunlight for the photosynthesis process to take place for the samplings and 
newly regenerated mangrove resources. In addition, Getulio mangrove area has heavy disturbances in terms of 
proliferation of garbage and cutting of mangroves by the people in the community.

Among the five (5) species of mangrove present in Getulio, only Pagatpat (Sonneratia sp.) does not have 
regeneration or re-growth, the rest of the mangrove species composed of Bakhaw (Rhizophora sp.) and Bunagalon 
(Avicennia sp.), have re-growth. The species found in Getulo are listed in Table 8.

Barangay: Umilig (Area 1) 

 For Barangay Umilig, 2 areas were identified as the study area. The first area, the overall condition of the 
mangroves was classified as good. Theaverage height for each tree was 5.43m. The percent crown cover was 76%, 
interpreted as “excellent”. On the other hand, the area’s regeneration per m2 was 0/6 which mean that the area’s 
regeneration of mangrove species was rated as “fair”. As to the disturbances in terms of garbage found in the area 
and the observable cuttings on mangrove trees, the area is said to be as slightly disturbed. Data are shown in Table 
10.
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As to the species of mangrove found in the area, only Bungalon (Avicennia sp) and Pagatpat (Sonneratia sp.) are 
present in the observed area.

Barangay :  Umilig (Area 2) 

 The second area being observed showed an overall condition of mangroves described as excellent. The 
area was excellent. The area was excellent in terms of average height for matured trees (5.05m); crown cover for 
mature trees (76%); and regenerated per m2 (10). On the other hand, heavy disturbances were observed in terms 
of garbage found in the trees and cutting of the mangroves observed
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The species of regenerated mangroves present in the second area being observed were Bungaln (Aviennia 
Marina); Bakhawan babae (Rhizophorasp.); Bakhawan lalaki (Rhizophora sp.) and Pagatpat (Sonneratia sp.). As to 
the matured trees bakhaw (Rhizophora sp.) added the group. 

Barangay :  Avila

 The third coastal barangay was Barangay Avila which is just next and adjacent to barangay Umilig. The 
overall mangrove conmdition was “fair”/ The only parameter having a condition described as excellent was the 
average heigt for matured trees (5.25m). The percent crown cover for matured trees was 57% described as fair. In 
terms of disturbances, the area was slightly disturbed with the presence of garbage, the area was slightly disturbed  
with the presence of garbage and was moderately disturbed by the observed cuttings, both in the regenerated and 
matured mangroves.

The species of mangrove present in the barangay Avila were bakhaw, bungalon, bakhaw babae  bakhaw lalaki, 
and pagatpat. Only bakhaw was not part of the matured trees.
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Figure 1. Pictures during the data gathering

Barangay: East Valencia

 The overall condition for the mangroves in Pagatpat, a portion in Barangay East Valencia, was good. The 
parameters on average height for mature trees and crown cover obtained a rating of 8.43m and 143% respectively 
described as excellent. The mangrove regeneration was poor (0.47) and the area was moderately disturbed by 
garbage and was heavily disturbed in terms of cuttings.

Just like in some other areas being observed, the species present in regenerated mangroves were bakhaw, 
bungalon, bakhaw lalaki, bakhaw babae while for matured mangroves, the species found were pagatpat, bungalon, 
and bakhaw babae. 
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Barangay:  East Valencia (Mampay)

 Mampay has an overall mangrove condition of fair. The Average height for mature trees was 6.34m described 
as excellent as excellent, the present crown cover was good (59%) and the regeneration per m2 was poor (0.42). 
As to the disturbances, the area was moderately disturbed by garbage and while cutting of trees were described as 
heavily disturbed

The species present there are just the same as with the species present in pagatpat in terms of regeneration and 
matured trees.
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Barangay:  Taminla

 The overall condition for the mangroves present in the observed areas in Taminla was good. The area has 
an excellent condition in terms of the average height for mature trees (5.35m) and in terms of regeneration per m2 
(5.2). The area was good in terms of crown cover for mature trees (70%). As to the disturbances present, the area 
exhibited moderate disturbances.

As to the areas, almost the same species of mangrove can be found in Taminla as presented in Table 19.
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Barangay : Montpiller

 The overall conditions of mangroves in the observed areas in brgy Montpiller was good. The area has an 
excellent condition interms of the average height formature trees (5.82m) and in terms of regeneration per m2 (1.78). 
The area was excellent in terms of crown cover for mature trees (70%). As to the disturbances presents, the area 
exhibited moderate disturbances.

On top of the five common species found in the previous areas In Buenavista, Guimaras, other species such as 
Nipa, baras-baras and tawalis were found to be thriving in the mangrove area along the coast of Brgy. Montpiller 
showed more variation. It simply shows that the condition of the area is suitable of these additional mangrove species.
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CONCLUSIONS

Based on the results of the study, the following conclusions are made:

1.    The  mangrove species in the 6 sampling areas are the same and only two areas showed higher species   
  diversity when compared to the rest of the area;

2.    The average height of mangroves in each area for matured trees showed excellent rating; 
3.    Only 50% of the areas evaluated have excellent forest cover and the rest have good forest cover only.
4.    The overall regeneration across areas is excellent.
5.    Getulio got high disturbance for both the presence of garbage and cutting of mangrove trees.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the aforementioned conclusions, the following recommendations were made:

1.    The mangrove resources in Buenavista will be continually monitored for its status/condition in order to 
 maintain its good condition.  The values  of the people in the different localities and other man-made   

 activities pose as  a threat to the maintenance of the good condition of the trees;
2.    Areas with excellent regeneration must be acted upon by the people in the community by protecting the   

 saplings/seedlings by making some barriers against tidal actin and garbage strangulation.
3.    Coastal clean-up drive will be done periodically in the different localities to  avoid strangulation of the saplings 
 /seedlings from the garbage;
4.    Continuous education campaign among the localities will be done to educate people that mangroves are   

 important in the fish life cycle and for the protection of the coastal areas against climate change.
5.    Community police must be established in order to apprehend illegal loggers cutting matured mangrove trees.
6.    A follow-up study for the other four municipalities in the province is done in order that LGUs will have data  

 on the status of their mangrove resources.
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